WILD ELEPHANTS               155
had a great scar on his trunk. We found him tied to some trees m the stockade By careful manoeuvring they slipped five cables round his neck, fastening the other end of each cable round the body of a tame elephant; thus there were five tame elephants in front of him. Similarly they fastened each hind leg to two elephants. The hind legs were also tied together by a rope which, while leaving him free to walk, prevented anything like a long stride Having thus securely bound him to nine tame elephants, each of which carried a mahout (driver), they undid the ropes which fastened him to the trees within the stockade and prepared to lead the forest freebooter away.
When he saw the gate of the stockade open he went out as fast as his captors would allow ; but when he found outside that he was not to be permitted to choose his own path he began to show fight. He halted. The five elephants in front put forth all their strength, but could not move him. They roared and pulled, but he stood steady, leaning slightly backwards as m a tug-of-war. Then, suddenly, he swung his great body round, and dragged back the five for a little space, roaring as they came with rage and perhaps with fear. Then they recovered and the tug-of-war began again. A sharp discharge of blank cartridge behind him drove him on a little way. This scene was repeated several times. Occasionally the blank cartridge had to give way to a specially prepared cartridge with about a dozen snipe shot which tickled his fat flanks, and sent him gaily along for a time, his pace being kept moderate by the drag of the elephants behind. At last he was tied up to trees near the Maharajah's tents, about five hundred yards from the stockade. There, poor fellow, he raged awhile, kneeling down and pushing his formidable tusks into the ground, a grievous representation of Samson bound among his enemies
Next day as there was nothing doing at the stockade we determined to have a look at the elephants m their own jungle haunts. Divus Augustus (as MrXleveland translated the " Deo Bahadur" of Sirguja's name), after some hesitation on the